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Editorial

Global Peace should be a priority for the world to maintain any hope of feeding itself

Without Global Peace, we can never eradicate hunger or food insecurity, let alone enjoy the food we
eat. Is it just me who is feeling it, or the world is truly seem more troubled? Are our leaders investing
enough in trying to understand these trends? The world is now indeed a global village. The conflicts in
different parts of the world, whether in Syria or in Mali or terrorist attacks in Nigeria or in my own
country of Kenya, come to us direct on our media screens and more and more on our mobile phones.

We now live with these issues on a day-to-day basis. Strange occurrences are taking place all over the
world; in addition to man precipitated events, there are also increased natural events, such as killer
storms and floods. Then we have human tragedies such as child shootings in the USA and men
exterminating their families for reasons not easy to understand. As we travel, we are made aware of the
possible risks and threats out there that could manifest in different forms; it is the same when we enter
buildings, when we walk in malls, and even when we live in our traditional homes in the villages. No
one is spared. I remember years back attending a seminar on bioterrorism and at the time, it sounded
far-fetched; that is not the case anymore.

There are so many other situations which both you and I are aware of. In the past, we have worried
about nuclear warfare; but just think about the many weapons that could be used to mass-kill? Are
human minds being impacted differently by modern technology? Are we investing enough in forensic
audits or in research on how the human mind is being affected by new events, new situations, new
inventions? We talk of climate change as if it is an isolated event. What else is changing? Whatever we
do, if we do not keep our eyes on the food situation, we may regret. There is so much going on that is
diverting our thinking away from how we shall feed the world in the coming years, that it is about time
this issue became our leaders’ priority. Even those in wars have to be fed, and those on the run from
wars and disasters have to be fed too.

What we call climate change is being manifested in severe drought events where there have not been
any, torrential rain for longer periods that could affect crop maturity and sun-drying of grain (for
example in East Africa), new volcano eruptions, mudslides killing hundreds of people, and avalanches
causing havoc. All these events disrupt lives and cause suffering for families, because there does not
appear to be early warning signs in some of these areas, to enable mitigation arrangements. Lives are
lost, property is destroyed and mothers, children and the elderly become more vulnerable. To fix all this
requires money at a time when world economies are struggling. When people face financial challenges,
or are uncertain about the future, their temperaments will clearly be affected. I know it happens to me.
Whenever my mood changed when I was bringing up my children, they would ask me: “Mummy,
what has happened?” It is worse when you have others that depend on you. These “others” could be
your parents who no longer have an income, your own children who have been used to a certain
lifestyle or “others” such as orphans that you support as a charity function. I recall during the 2008
post-election violence in Kenya, I had 67 orphans/vulnerable children I was supporting with my own
salary, and my worry afterwards was more about these children, whose futures had been shattered for
no fault of theirs, and less about my own personal and economic security.

Immediately following this violence, Kenya was short of food and in fact our development partners had
to come to our aid. As I open my computer to access my yahoo account, I am confronted by news,



mostly bad, and of very strange happenings. A former journalist friend of mine told me: “Ruth, bad
news sells”. While it sells and we read it, how are our brains affected? How do you explain criminal
actions of a seemingly intelligent, quiet and friendly person with no criminal history? Are we seeing
more and more of these cases, or is it just that now I can be in a village in Kenya and read of such an
event happening in Australia? And if I have a criminal mind, will I be influenced by certain actions?
What then triggers such minds to go into negative action? I am not a psychiatrist but being a teacher, I
better be able to understand a bit of human nature. Are we investing enough in understanding these
emerging events? We can talk of ensuring food security for all, which for now appears a battle we are
losing, but we need to understand these new unsettling events, and try to do something about them. Can
we use our efforts in agriculture to preach peace? How do we engage everyone in some productive
action, good action that is? In my own country, young people do not want to be told” you are leaders of
tomorrow”. Not anymore. They want to be leaders now because they feel left behind and out by
successive governments, and by adults.

Young people have degrees because we wanted to have education, but what do we do when there are no
jobs? We spend far too much time on other things than ensuring peaceful co-existence. With peaceful
co-existence, we can focus of the right things in life, especially according to what your own religion
teaches. Otherwise, as we hull abuses at others on the internet because nobody can see us, nations fight
against each other, and we discriminate against other as if it were a right, we shall wake up to a disaster
that wipes out our ability to feed ourselves and our loved ones, and at that time, we shall have NO
choice.

Leaders need to invest more in peace efforts. Almost everywhere in the world, people are either in the
streets demonstrating or fighting, for different reasons. In some areas citizens have realized that their
rights are being violated and are, therefore, demanding them; in others, citizens want a piece of the
national cake; in others still certain groups feel it is their turn to ascend to power; in others more,
citizens are protesting long standing dynasties as they do not consider these democratic. In all these
situations, emergency food aid is called for. In these situations of personal safety threats, food
production takes a back seat as people are forced to move from their own areas of food production.
Personal safety is paramount for food and nutrition safety, for personal growth and for national
development. These are issues for us all to ponder.

Ruth Oniang’o
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