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A new loach, Oreonectes luochengensis sp. nov.
(Cypriniformes: Balitoridae) from Guangxi, China
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Abstract: A cave-dwelling loach, Oreonectes luochengensis sp. nov. has been described based on collections from a
cave in Tianhe town, Luocheng, Guangxi, China in September 2008. It can be distinguished from all known Oreonectes
species by the following combination of characters: dorsal-fin rays 3, 7; anal-fin rays 2, S; pectoral-fin rays 1, 11-12;
pelvic-fin rays 1, 7 and 14—16 branched caudal-fin rays; head compressed; eyes present; surface of lower lip covered with
shallow longitudinal groove; dorsal-fin origin posterior to vertical line of pelvic-fin origin; caudal peduncle without
caudal-adipose keels; edge of caudal fin truncation; tiny scales present under skin; no cephalic lateral-line system;
body pink in living status, without pigments in adult, after fixed in formalin, body yellowish, non-transparent, no
markings on body side.
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Fig. 1  Oreonectes luochengensis sp. nov. (Paratype
K1Z2010003076, 75.0 mm)
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Fig. 2 Living status of Oreonectes luochengensis sp. nov.
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Tab.1 Proportional measurements of Oreonectes
luochengensis sp. nov.

n=8

Ju [ SEEME hrERE
Range(mm) Mean SD

M2k Characters

fAK: Standard length 64.6~80.0 723 4.9

3k Head length

5 RKAR LG IR B 404
Percentage of standard length
A Body depth

3k Head length

JeéMit Caudal-peduncle length
JEM§iR Caudal-peduncle depth
HiI 1 K Distance between

snout and dorsal-fin origin

A& Distance between
snout and pelvic-fin origin

Ji 1] BE Distance between
pectoral-fin origin and pelvic-fin origin
JlZ R A1 ¥F Distance between

pelvic-fin origin and anal-fin origin

5 AKARLL I 20 5L

Percentage of head length

W4 Snout length

9.25~134 11.5 1.3

143~17.5 16.0 1.1
19.8~224 20.6 0.8
13.6~15.1 145 0.5
9.8~12.1 11.1 0.8

56.9~60.1 582 1.2

52.9~563 54.6 1.1

32.7~372 348 1.3

22.1~269 243 1.6

38.6~458 41.6 2.3
11.2~143 125 1.2
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4% Eye diameter

MRIAIEE Interorbital width

KOG S ALAL)

Head width (between posterior nares)
K3k % Maximum head width

55 RRRACAR L B 205

Percentage of caudal-peduncle length

JEWR Caudal-peduncle depth

32.5~392 358 2.4

70.5~71.7 713.7 2.6

65.4~852 76.7 7.1
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Fig. 3 Map showing the collection site of Oreonectes luochengensis sp. nov. (#) in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
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