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Preliminary Report on the Movement and Habitat
Preference of Sclater’s Monal at Mt.
Gaoligongshan in Winter
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Abstract The movement way of Lophophorus sclateri was directly observed at Danaozi in Mt. Gaoligongshan in Jan-
uaries of 2002 and 2003 and habitat preference of the pheasant was sampled by transect and quadrant methods. The
pheasant usually glided down and always walked up. Three sleeping sites were found on steep slopes with high canopy
density and close to the valley. The pheasant shifted down in winter which may be related to heavier snow in higher lo-
cations resulting in a dense use of the belt close to the valley. The movement way and pattern of habitat use are clearly

bound to maximize foraging effectiveness and minimize energy expenditure.
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Table 1 Characters of sleeping sites in Sclater’s Monal in winter
Location A B C
Geographical coordinates 25°41'18.9"N 25°41'49.4"N 25°41'21.7"N
98°44'47.0"E 98°44'49 .0"E 98°44'44 .6"E
Altitude m 3329 3372 2956
Distance from valley m 10 30 70
=0° Orientation of slope ° 175 277 261
Grade of slope ° 50 47.8 46.8
Canopy density % 60 90 80
Vegetation
Ground character
20 em
2
Table 2 Distribution of Sclater’s Monal’s traces on the slope habitat in winter
t
Cumulate day Sampling date Valley Near vally Middle  Nearridge  Ridge  Annual difference
Feces 15 2002-01-13~14 10 19 14 1 0 0.38™
2003 -01-14~15 11 22 20 2 0
Footprints 5 2002 - 01 -15 22 40 30 6 0 0.35%
2003 -01-11 26 58 33 4 0
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Fig.1 Altitudinal distribution of feces of Sclater’s Monal at Mt. Gaoligongshan in winter
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